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(54) INFORMATION PROVIDING DEVICE AND PORTABLE COMMUNICATION TERMINAL 



(57) There are provided a portable communication 
terminal (1) having a telephone communication means 
(26) which accesses to a server (7) or a data base (8) 
connected to a radio communication network (2) so as 
to receive multimedia information from the server (7) or 
the data base (8) and a human-machine interface 
means (22) to which the multimedia information is sup- 
plied, and a portable communication terminal server (7) 
having a data base (7DB) in which a multimedia infor- 
mation is stored, an external communication processing 
means which accesses to a server (1 0) connected to an 
external information communication network (4) and 
receives an information from the server (10), a data 
processing means for processing or converting the 
information, and a transfer means for transferring the 
information from the external communication process- 
ing means or the data processing means to the commu- 
nication terminal (1) via the portable telephone system 
network (2). Accordingly, the portable communication 
terminal is small-sized and has a good portability, so 
that an operability is excellent By the portable commu- 
nication terminal, the multimedia information can be 
obtained from the server connected to a radio telephone 
communication network or the external information 
communication network. Furthermore, the obtained 
multimedia information can be outputted to the human- 
machine interface. 

Furthermore, even if a terminal application software, a 
viewer or the like is not intentionally installed into the 
portable communication terminal, the portable commu- 



nication terminal can access to the communication ter- 
minal connected to the external information 
communication network and can obtain the multimedia 
information from the communication terminal. Further- 
more, after the obtained information is processed or 
converted in accordance with an output capability of the 
human-machine interface, the information can be out- 
putted to the human-machine interface. 

FIG. 1 




-^T T 1 * 10 10DB 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Primed by Rank Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.14.14AJ.4 



EP 0 797 342 A1 



Description 
TECHNICAL FIELD 

s The present invention relates to an information providing apparatus which provides information by the use of a radio 

communication network and a portable communication terminal which receives the information. 

BACKGROUND ART 

10 Referring to FIG. 20, a conventional information, providing apparatus and portable communication terminal device 
using a radio communication network will be described. 

A communication terminal 122 is connected to a radio communication network 120 via a transmission/reception 
antenna 122A of the communication terminal 1 22 and a transmission/reception antenna 120A of the radio communica- 
tion network 120. The radio communication network 120 is the communication network managed by a radio communi- 
15 cation service provider. The radio communication network is connected to a public communication network 121 such 
as a telephone line network, a packet network, an ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network), a private line, and so on. 

A server 123 is a computer, connected to the public communication network 121 of a computer communication 
company. The server 123 is the server which carries out a communication processing and a data transfer processing in 
accordance with an access from a user using the communication terminal 122. The server is provided with a data base 
20 123DB in which service information is stored. 

The communication terminal 122 is constructed so that it may be carried and moved with the user. The communi- 
cation terminal is a combination of a portable computer 122C and a communication-processible portable telephone 
122B. A particular communication protocol for a data transfer is used between the portable telephone 122B of the com- 
munication terminal 122 and the radio communication network 120. On one hand, the data is not specifically converted 
25 between the server 123 and the portable computer 122C of the communication terminal 122. Furthermore, for the 
access from the portable computer 1 22C of the communication terminal 122 to the server 123. a software for a compu- 
ter communication only referred generally to as a "terminal soft (Terminal Application Software)" or a "viewer (Viewer)" 
is used. 

When the communication service provider which provides the radio communication network 120 is also a manager 
30 of the server 1 23, in some cases, the server 1 23 and the data base 1 23DB are directly connected to the radio commu- 
nication network 120. In this case, the communication terminal 122 is a single portable telephone. The communication 
service provider provides such services as a voice mail service for distributing digitized voice data, an incoming call 
transfer service for transferring the incoming call to other previously-registered telephone number and the like by the 
use of the server 123. The user having the portable communication terminal 122 subscribes to the communication serv- 
35 ice provider which manages the radio communication network 120, so that the services can be provided for the user. 

In the conventional information providing apparatus described above, since the portable communication terminal is 
the combination of the portable computer and the portable telephone, it is inconvenient to carry the portable communi- 
cation terminal. Furthermore, in case of communicating with the server, it is necessary to operate both of the portable 
computer and the portable telephone, respectively. In addition, a number of keys are disposed on the portable compu- 
40 ter, and the keys are constructed so that they may be used in general-purpose for operating the portable computer. 
Accordingly, a key assignment of a communication operation is not displayed. Therefore, a user's operability becomes 
worse. 

Furthermore, in the conventional information providing apparatus described above, the portable communication 
terminal is the combination of the portable computer and the portable telephone. Accordingly, the software for the com- 

45 puter communication only must be installed into the portable computer. Otherwise, it is not possible to communicate 
with the server and to obtain the information from the data base. 

Furthermore, in the conventional information providing apparatus described above, when the portable communica- 
tion terminal is a single portable telephone, it is not provided with a processing function for communicating with an exter- 
nal information providing server and for obtaining the information from the data base. Accordingly, it is not possfole to 

so access to an information providing service company and the information providing server on an Internet. 

Furthermore, in the conventional information providing apparatus described above, when the portable communica- 
tion terminal is a single portable telephone, it is not provided with a decoding function for decoding external image infor- 
mation and a processing function for processing the image information. Accordingly, it is not possible to obtain and 
display the external image information. 

55 From such a viewpoint, it is an object of the present invention to provide an information providing apparatus com- 
prising a portable communication terminal conneclable to a radio communication network and a portable communica- 
tion terminal wherein the portable communication terminal is a small-sized resulting in having an excellent portability 
and a good operability, the multimedia information can be obtained from the server connected to the radio communica- 
tion network or the external information communication network, the obtained multimedia information can be outputted 
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to a human-machine interface means, the portable communication terminal can access to the server connected to the 
external information communication network so as to obtain the multimedia information from the server without install- 
ing the terminal application software or the like, the viewer and the like into the portable communication terminal, the 
obtained multimedia information is processed or converted in accordance with an output capability of the human- 
5 machine interface means so that the information can be outputted to the human-machine interface means. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

In order to achieve the above object according to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided an infor- 
10 mation providing apparatus comprises a portable communication terminal having a telephone communication means 
which accesses to a server or a data base connected to a portable telephone system network so as to receive multi- 
media information from the server or the data base and a human-machine interface means for which the multimedia 
information is provided from the telephone communication means, and a portable communication terminal server hav- 
ing a data base in which the multimedia information is stored, an external communication processing means which 
is accesses to the server connected to an external information communication network and receives the multimedia infor- 
mation from the server, a data processing means for processing or converting the multimedia information from the 
external communication processing means, and a transfer means for transferring the multimedia information from the 
external communication processing means or the data processing means to the portable communication terminal via 
the portable telephone system network 
20 In order to achieve the above object, according to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a port- 
able communication terminal, wherein a telephone communication means accesses to a server or a data base con- 
nected to a portable telephone system network so as to receive the multimedia information from the server or data 
base, so that the multimedia information is provided for the human-machine interface. In the portable communication 
terminal server, the external communication processing means accesses to the server connected to the external infor- 
ms mation communication network so as to receive the multimedia information from the server. The data processing 
means processes or converts the received multimedia information. The transfer means transfers the multimedia infor- 
mation from the external communication processing means or the data processing means to the portable communica- 
tion terminal via the portable telephone system network. 

30 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an information providing apparatus according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a construction example of a portable communication terminal of the information 
35 providing apparatus according to the embodiment. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a construction example of a portable communication terminal server (PHS server) of 
the information providing apparatus according to the embodiment. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration showing a display of the portable communication terminal of the information pro- 
viding apparatus according to the embodiment 
40 FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration showing the display of the portable communication terminal of the information pro- 
viding apparatus according to the embodiment 

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration showing the display of the portable communication terminal of the information pro- 
viding apparatus according to the embodiment 

FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration showing a data processing method of a data processing means. 
45 FIG. 8 is a schematic illustration showing the data processing method of the data processing means. 
FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration showing the data processing method of the data processing means. 
FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration showing the data processing method of the data processing means. 
FIG. 1 1 is a schematic illustration showing the data processing method of the data processing means. 
FIG. 1 2 is a sequence diagram showing the processing between the portable communication terminal and the PHS 
so server. 

FIG. 13 is a sequence diagram showing the processing between the portable communication terminal and an Inter- 
net server. 

FIG. 14 is a format diagram showing a header of a transport protocol used between the portable communication 
terminal and the Internet server. 
55 FIG. 1 5 is a sequence diagram showing a link processing between the portable communication terminal and an FM 

broadcasting station. 

FIG. 16 is a block diagram showing another construction example of the portable communication terminal of the 
information providing apparatus according to the embodiment 

FIG. 17 is a block diagram showing another construction example of the portable communication terminal server 



3 



EP 0 797 342 Al 



(PHS server) of the information providing apparatus according to the embodiment. 

FIG. 18 is a block diagram showing a further construction example of the portable communication terminal of the 
information providing apparatus according to the embodiment. 

FIG. 19 is a block diagram showing a further construction example of the portable communication terminal server 
(PHS server) of the information providing apparatus according to the embodiment. 

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing the construction of a conventional information providing apparatus. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT OF THE INVENTION 

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
In the first place, referring to FIG. 1, a whole construction of an information providing apparatus (system) will be 
described. A radio communication network 2 is a communication network using a radio employed in a mobile commu- 
nication and the like. In the present embodiment, a personal handy phone system network (PHS Network Personal 
Handy Phone System Network) is used as one example of the radio communication network A public communication 
network 3 is composed of a telephone line network, a packet network, an ISDN, a personal line and the like. The public 
communication network 3 is connected to the radio communication network via an exchange 6. An external information 
communication network, an Internet 4 is a line used mainly for an inter-computer communication connected to the pub- 
lic communication network. The Internet is connected with a plurality of servers and client terminals. A base station 5 
is one of a number of base stations located in the PHS network 2. The base station has a transmission/reception 
antenna 5A for connecting to a portable communication terminal 1 . The exchange 6 is one of a number of exchanges 
located in the PHS network 2. The exchange connects the PHS network 2 to the public communication network 3, and 
it manages a plurality of base stations including the base station 5. 

The PHS is one of mobile communication systems carried out in Japan, in which, radio base stations are disposed 
at intervals of hundreds of meters. Position information is periodically exchanged between a telephone terminal device 
and the nearest base station among a plurality of base stations. The telephone terminal device communicates with 
other telephone terminal device via this base station. Furthermore, in the PHS, a TDD (Time Division Duplex) system 
is used so that a voice signal is compressed as it is temporally divided, whereby the signal is transmitted and received 
by the use of one carrier frequency. Moreover, a TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access) system is used so that four 
channels are temporally divided at one carrier frequency, whereby a multiple communication is carried out. A frequency 
band used for the PHS communication is a 1 .9GHz band. Furthermore, a digital data communication can be performed 
at a transmission rate of 32 kbits/sec per channel. A plurality of channels are used in one terminal, so that data can be 
also transmitted up to a maximum of 128 kbits/sec [(32 kbits/sec) x 4 (channels)]. 

The portable communication terminal 1 is a terminal equipment operated by a user who subscribes to the PHS 
mentioned above. The portable communication terminal is provided with a telephone transmission/reception antenna 
1 A for connecting to the nearest PHS base station 5 by means of a radio wave and a broadcast reception antenna 1 B 
for receiving a broadcasted wave from a broadcasting station 11. 

A portable communication terminal server 7 ( henceforth, referred to as a PHS server) is connected to the base 
station 5 in the PHS network 2, and is provided with a data base 7DB which stores multimedia information associated 
with an area where the base station 5 is located. The PHS server 7 and the data base 7DB can be connected to the 
exchange 6. In this case, the data base 7DB stores the multimedia information associated with the area where a plural- 
ity of base stations managed by the exchange 6 are located. 

A server 9 is a server which is connected to the public communication network 3 and operated by an information 
providing company. Normally, the user accesses to the server 9 from the terminal equipment (not shown) connected to 
the public communication network 3. The server 9 is provided with a data base 9DB for storing the multimedia informa- 
tion. 

A server 10 is one of a plurality of servers which are connected to the external information communication network, 
that is, the Internet 4 so as to communicate with the terminal equipment connected to the public communication network 
3 or the Internet 4 by the use of an HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol). The above server is provided with a data base 
10DB for storing the multimedia information. Furthermore, a personal data base 8 is a data base which is connected to 
the public communication network 3 and stores personal information of a user who has the communication terminal 1 . 

Note that the multimedia information means computer-processible information including image information such as 
an animated picture, a still picture aside or the like from, for example, a text (character) information. The multimedia 
information indicates the information composed of an arbitrary combination of the data such as the image, sound, char- 
acter and so on. 

Furthermore, the HTTP is a protocol used between the server providing the information and the client terminal 
requesting the information in a so-called WWW (World-Wide Web) system which makes it possible to browse, in a 
hypertext form, the information on a plurality of servers connected to the Internet After the client terminal establishes 
a communication connection to the server, the client terminal transmits an information request command to the server. 
After the server transmits the corresponding data in response to the information request command to the client, the 
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server performs a process for disconnecting from the client. 

The broadcasting station 1 1 is, for example, an FM radio broadcasting station. The broadcasting station multiplexes 
character data information onto a voice signal, and broadcasts the multiplexed signal via a transmission antenna 1 1 A. 
The broadcast from the broadcasting station 1 1 is received by the communication terminal 1 and a broadcast receiving 
5 apparatus (for example, a radio receiver). The embodiment will be described, as one example of the broadcasting sta- 
tion 1 1 , by the use of a so-called mini FM radio broadcasting station which broadcasts by means of the radio wave hav- 
ing a relatively weak power in order to broadcast area information within a particular limited area. 

The broadcasting station 1 1 is not limited to the mini FM radio broadcasting station. The broadcasting station may 
be a broadcasting station which multiplexes the data signal such as the character and the image onto the voice signal 
w or the image signal so as to carry out the broadcast thereof. For example, there are the broadcasting station which car- 
ries out an FM radio broadcast which multiplexes the character information onto the voice signal so as to carry out the 
broadcast, a character broadcast which multiplexes the character/image information onto the video signal so as to carry 
out the broadcast, a broadcast in which address information of computer network (for example, a URL (Uniform 
Resource Locator) information and the like used for the WWW) is multiplexed onto the image signal, or the like. 
is Next, referring to FIG. 2, a construction example of the communication terminal 1 will be described. A CPU ( Cen- 
tral Processing Unit) 20 performs a telephone function processing for telephoning and answering the telephone and a 
processing for transmitting/receiving the multimedia information. The CPU 20 is connected, via a bus 28 (including a 
data bus, a control bus, an address bus and the like), to a RAM (Random Access Memory) for temporarily storing proc- 
essed data, a memory 21 comprising a ROM (Read only Memory) in which an operation program and data are stored. 
so a human-machine interface means 22 for interfacing a the user, a telephone communication means 26 having a high 
frequency circuit for communicating with the PHS network 2, a modulation/demodulation circuit and a TD MA/TDD 
processing circuit, a broadcast receiving means 27 for receiving and processing the broadcast from the broadcasting 
station 11. and a detecting means 28 for detecting a broadcast instructing signal or an on-air signal. The human- 
machine interface means 22 is provided with a display means 23 comprising a liquid crystal display device and a display 
25 circuit a voice input/output interface 24 having a voice processing portion including a microphone, a speaker and a 
voice codec, and an input unit 25 disposed on the liquid crystal display of a liquid crystal display device comprising a 
touch sensor and an input circuit. The telephone communication means 26 is connected to the telephone transmis- 
sion/reception antenna 1 A The broadcast receiving means 27 is connected to the broadcast reception antenna 1B 
which receives the broadcast from the broadcasting station 11. 
30 In the present embodiment, although a touch panel disposed on the display means 23 is used as the input unit 25, 
the input portion can be so constructed that a key pad or the like is used aside from the display means 23. 

Next, refening to FIG. 3. the construction example of the PHS server 7 connected to the base station 5 in the PHS 
network 2 will be described. A CPU 30 is connected, via a bus 36 (including a data bus. a control bus. an address bus 
and the like), to a RAM (Random Access Memory) for temporarily storing the processed data, a memory 31 comprising 
35 a ROM (Read only Memory) in which the operation program and the data are stored, a transfer means 32 for transfer- 
ring, to the communication terminal 1, the multimedia information associated with the particular area stored in a data 
base 35 (corresponding to the data base 7DB in FIG. 1) comprising an external storage device, a data processing 
means 33 for processing the data as to the multimedia information in various forms having the character, image, voice 
information and the like transmitted from the server 9 or 10 connected to the external information communication net- 
40 work (the public communication network 3 or the Internet 4). an external communication processing means 34 for com- 
municating with the server 9 or 1 0. and the like. 

Next, the multimedia information stored in the data base 35 (7DB) of the PHS server 7 will be described. When the 
server 7 is accessed from the communication terminal 1. the multimedia information to be transferred from the data 
base 7DB to the communication terminal 1 is the multimedia information such as a headline list, the text without a pic- 
45 tore, a voice, a still picture, a time-lapse picture and the like in consideration of a small-scale output capability of the 
human-machine interface means 22 of the communication terminal 1 in FIG. 2. Furthermore, when the server 7 is 
accessed from the communication terminal 1 connected to the external information communication networks 2, 3 and 
the like, in case of the small-scale output capability of the human-machine interface means 22 of the communication 
terminal 1. the multimedia information to be transferred from the data base 7DB to the communication terminal 1 is 
so same as the multimedia information to be transferred to the communication terminal 1 described above. On one hand, 
in case of a large-scale output capability of the human-machine interface means 22 of the communication terminal 1 , 
the multimedia information such as the headline, the text without the picture, the text including the picture, the voice, the 
still picture, the time-lapse picture, the animated picture and the like is transferred. 

As the multimedia information stored in the data base 35 (7DB). concretely, a movie information, a restaurant infor- 
55 mation. a bar information, a parking information and an event information associated with the area where the base sta- 
tion 5 (or the exchange 6) exists are stored as an explanatory note by means of the character and map data by means 

of the image. _^ - .* 

Next, referring to FIGS. 4 to 6, a display state in the display means 23 of the communication terminal 1 and an input 
operation by means of the input unit 25 thereof will be described. In FIGS. 4 to 6. a power switch (not shown) of the 
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communication terminal 1 is already turned ON. 

In the first place, an initial display screen and an operation portion shown in FIG. 4 will be described An information 

» IX, !^ 1 ^ P ? n6 H ,C,,0nary bUtt ° n 41 iS preSSed> 3 ,elephone number °> 9 P erson ' s nam., a company* name 
. and via like which ,s already registered ,s displayed in the information display portion 40. At this timeVtelephone 

SLSEEST POrt0, V* r s ^ tch 09 a tand of an ln P"tted character when the character is inputted for making the tele- 
neTar^iK J *I embodiment, the Japanese/English switching button is constructed so *at J aP a- 

» ^f^ h ^ 9 ^, 6,5 Mn SW ' tChed - ^ 3 Japanese *** mode is selscted by the Japanese/English 
o swrtch.ng button 42. a convers.cn button 43 is an operation portion for converting a Kana character dLayed in the 

TTZ: T^T 40 into a ^ character - A numerical val U e/character?nput butto EE me Sermon p^r 

phon^L "T^e SlTh*' ^ !2T ^ "* 3 Sh3rP tey) *" inpU, " n9 0,8 tete P hone number P uDon a tel 
phonecall. The inputted telephone number is displayed in the information display portion 40 The numerical 

, ^^^nTJT" 44 ^ 3180 88 a " P° rtion for in P"* n 9 the character when «^ ch^ractert 

. ' fof eXaniP,e - the teleph0ne dictionar ^ is » *• An additional service button 45 

f^ES^S^ ""T? 10 me PHS nehVOrk 2 fW ° btainin9 multim edia information from the PHS server 7 or 
M^„Tr h * r ?'? r bU,t0n 46 iS 30 ° perati0n p0rtion for determining the inputted numerical value/characfc°- 
Upon telephoning, the telephone number inputted by the numerical value/character input button 44 is disS *e 

> 'ZTZ ^^T 4 °- Aftef US6r eCflfl,im thS diSplayed tel£ P hone *• register ^n ^s oper 

EflEEna^^ ,0 1,19 n6tW ° rk 2 and 158118 4,16 "P««- tele P^« Furthermore, when 

» J» S ^ f h = ?h ^ 18 0Pera,ed 80 ,hat 3 ,olepnone dictionar i' elected, the register button 46 is 

i tS SSnST" name ' 819 C ° mPan/S name ' thB ,e,e P hone number an ° *e ^ inputtS by the user are 
SE^E^iT. ""IT 0Ul 8 r " iSter processin 9 or a te'ePnone "umber display processing to the inforntafon 
fl !^^ A 'J"?' bUtt0n 47isan "P^O" PO^on for canceling the input of the cpera?on button soT£ 
return the information display portion 40 to an initial display state 

ated^ ll^^l^ 6 '^ req " ired J,° b9 in P""ed. *• """erical value/character input button 44 is oper- 
P I ft "Ft 8616018(1 by ,he ^neseffinglish switching button 42 can be inputted As 

Th^N^-T?! 9 ' *■ ■ c assigned to a button "r of the numerical value/character input button 44 

2n££? 1 "2 1"?! 9 CharaCt6r '"P* S ° ^ 8,6 Cnaracter " A " can be dis P |aved j n the inforr^tad^play 

™£££TL* ♦ * ? sequentially displayed. When the character "C" is displayed, the butto7"1" is further 
pressed, so that the character "A" is again displayed. When the character "A". "B" or "C" is displayed™ reais er bXn 

operated m the same way, so that the character assigned to respective button can be inputted 

►vJ^l 8 31 servicebu « on 45 show n in FIG. 4 isoperated, in accordance with a communication processino 

^Z^^T" n ' m ^ 0 T minai 1 a " d me PHS Server 7 d8SCTibed below ' the dis P' av screen of SSXnSS 

the u^?^^* 8 ^^ 0 " 40 iS diSpl3yed - for example - ' Please select information. - Shibuya ■ ■ so as to urge 
the user to select a desired mformation. In an information selecting portion 50 are displayed for example anlnternet 

fntn^ 0 " 56 £ ° b,ainin9 ^ mU ' ,i,nedia intorma,i0n fr ° m the d3,a »— 10 °B o P me7e^e, ^Sn^J I 
he data !Tnp nfo r at,0n S6,6CU0n bUtt ° n 57 for ° bt3inin9 918 multimedia ""bnnallon as to the particular a^^ ^from 
the data base 7DB of the server 7 connected to the base station 5 (or the exchange 6). a voice mail selection buttna 

TT ,h6 V0iC6 8i9na ' inpuBed fr ° m 8,8 WiC8 '"P^o^"* interface 24 ol the commun^ ioTtel^ 
digital signa in order to distribute the digital signal as an electronic-mail to a terminal equipment connect^ to other 

%ZZT££ZT r 3 informa,i0n network a persona, datl bL£S2S? 59 to 

^sl^mt^'T ( ^ eXa 7 Pl9, 3 SCh8dU,e) fr0m a personal data ^ connected to a puUic data net- 
TT^"^^ br0 f C3s,rec l e P t,on 6elec tion button 60 for receiving the FM broadcast from the broadcasting station 
1 1 • An up button 52 and a down button 53 are allocated with a function so as to switch the display of the selection bZn 

?2SL"h^ T mafi ° n S9l9Ctin9 P ° rti0n W " 3nd me 3re °P 8ra,ed ""^ °ther selection ^££Z££ 
3)^^^^^° date ,! a !! 9DB « tt,e 86,V8r 9 """^ to «» communication nZ^k 
.inl t LJ^fi accordance wrth a user-selected operation button record stored in the memory 21 of the communica- 

25?^ 1 ', 3 prevrous scr8en 88lection ^n 54 and a following screen selection button 55 are operated so aLTo 
t^fs e an'«Iln e TT° n ^ n9P ^ 0n ^^ 

nr 1 * T for returninfl 10 a telephone function display which is the initial display screen shown in 

TJJ^rJF*** TV* iS PreSS6d 3fter 3ny 0ne « °P eration "^"s 56 to 6f7is select S 
selected by one of the operaton buttons 56 to 60 is determined by the excute button 62. If a cancel button 63 is pressed 
after any one of the operation buttons 56 to 60 is selected, a selected operation thereby is canceled by^ cancel bu^ 
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When the town information selection button 57 is operated, the display screen of thedsplay means 23* changed 
to a display screen shown in FIG. 6. The display screen and operation portion shown in Fia 6 will be described. 
In the information display portion 40 is displayed, for example. "Please select an additional service item . In the 
s irrfornla^ sL*ng porfonwTe displayed a movie information selection button TVa '^^'™*™^ n 
tion button 72. a bar information selection button 73. a parking information select.cn button 74 and an ^rrformaton 
selection button 75. An other area selection button 70 is an operation portion for selecting the area information as to 
other area except the area where the user is currently positioned (for example. 

except ShtouyaT The PHS server in other area is accessed by the other area selection button, so that the murtomedia 
io information as to other area can be obtained. The up button 52 and the down button 53 are allocated with a funchon so 
as to switch the display of the selection button displayed in the information selecting portion 50, and they m sperated 
when other selection button (for example, a selection button of a theater .nformation. a live house '"^™* on ^ * e 
like) is selected. In accordance with the user-selected operation button history stored m me memory 21 of the commu- 
nication terminal 1. the previous screen selection button 54 and the following^eensel^onlb^n M acerated 
,5 so as to switch the display of the information selecting portion 50 in forward and backward direction of the Mo£n» 
telephone button 61 is the operation portion for returning to the telephone function display which ,s. the <W 
screen shown in FIG. 4. When the execute button 62 is pressed after any ^^^^^ 7 1^J1^ 
selected, the mode selected by one of the operation buttons 71 to 75 is determinate the mute button 6£ H thecan- 
cel button 63 is pressed after any one of the operation buttons 71 to 75 is selected, the selected operation thereby .s 

" ^t^ZT^Zv* in the information selecting portion 50 is received from the PHS server 7 or is read 
out from the memory 21 of the communication terminal 1 and then displayed. •„ i„ x^<.~;w=h 

Next, a data processing method by means of the data processing means 33 of the PHS server 7 w.« be described. 
The multimedia information stored in the data base 9DB of the server 9 and the data base ™™ 
* formed basically in assumption that it is accessed from the terminal equpm^rt. connected to the pubhc data network 3 
and the Internet 4. comprising a display device having a high resolution. In orderto mate it possible todispl ay such mul- 
timedia information in the portable communication terminal via a radio communion Ik a rnem°^ having a con m - 
erably large capacity and a display device having the high resolution are requ.red. Therefore, it « <f°*£"**»+* 
size of the pormble communication terminal. Accordingly, in order that the portable communication device 
comprising amemory having a small capacity and a display device having a low resolution can display the^ mUMa 
Wormation. the multimedia information is processed or converted into information suitable for a display capab.lrty of the 
communication terminal 1 by means of the data processing means 33 of the PHS server 7 

A method that the PHS server 7 specifies the display capability of the communication terminal I is as follows. For 
examole a machine type ID for each kind of terminals is previously stored in the memory 21 . When the communication 
conSon r<SaNisTed between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7. the machine type ID is frans- 
mitteXm the communication terminal 1 to the PHS server 7. so that the PHS server 7 recognizes the display capa- 

bility of the communication terminal 1. . . , . 

Furthermore, an individual ID and the machine type ID assigned to each communication terminal are Piously 
registered in a server (not shown) which manages all over the PHS network 2. When the commun.cation • ccnnecte* 
the individual ID is transmitted to the managing server. The corresponding machine type ID to the individual ID received 
by the managing server is retrieved, and then is transmitted to the PHS server 7 connected with the communication ter- 

Hereinafter, a data processing and a conversion processing will be described with reference to FIGS. 7 tt .11. 
In the first place, in a data processing method shown in FIG. 7, there is earned out such a processing that a head- 
line extracting means TX-HL extracts a plurality of headlines HL alone from one or ^^^Jl™ 
comprising the corresponding text to each headline from the server 9 or 10 on the external .nformation communication 

in a data processing method shown in FIG. 8, there is carried out such a processing that a text ***** means 
TX/P-TX extracts a text without picture (comprising a headline and a text corresponding to each headl.ne)TX from a 
text including the picture (comprising a headline, a text corresponding to each headline and a picture included in one or 
all part of the text) TX/P from the server 9 or 1 0 on the external information communication network. 

in a data processing method shown in FIG. 9. there is carried out such a processing that once a ^ 
a text TX comprising or a plurality of one headlines and a corresponding text to eachheadl.ne fromthe server 9 ^or 1 1 0 
on the exter^information communication network. A sentence structure of the text TX is analyzed by means of a sen- 
tence structure analysis means AN. A voice synthesizing means SS is used so that the text is < 
signal by means of a sentence-voice conversion means S-V. resulting in outoutbng thevoice signal 
t The output terminal t is connected with an amplifier, so that the voice signal is outputted to the speaker of the voice 

'^TSSSSi method shown in F.a 1 0, an image signal of a still picture SP from the server 9 or 10 on me 
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Sfo ^ ™sp l^Tn »h " net T k i l Written fr ° m 80 input ,erminal T 1 to a memorv The image signal of 
meat K Then It™ i memory Mi is horizontally and vertically thinned out by means of a thinning processing 

S Lta^ Z ^ ^JhT"" 6 " im ° 3 mem0ry Mz ' ■ nd 4,16 written si 9" al is read - 7116 ""■»>• signal ofTstiN 
picture 5P thinned out is outputted from an output terminal T 2 . a 

m J. n T I 8 * 3 pr0ce ? sin9 method . s" 0 "" in Fle - i"«9e signal of an moving picture is supplied from the input ter- 
m^I 1 k Samp " n9 « means SR determined number of frame images are sampled * hta^ol a ££££ 
mined time by means of the sampling means SP. The sampled images are supplied to a^redlnTrn^orv^ Tne 
stored mages are read, and an image signal is outputted from the output terminal T, * 
, / U ™ ermo ' e ' the data Pressing means 33 of the PHS server 7 is provided with a conversion means for convert- 
2 J™" 7!^ Tf 6 «™"*»*» termi "al 1 into a predetermined multimedia infoSn%« fe wh e n 
the formation is transferred from the communicalion terminal 1 to the external terminal device (me serve™ asmLT 

Tlv 0 ? f °" T"" 0 °° nneC,ed 10 1,16 eXterna ' intormation "nrn-fcrtcn network 3^r 4 th SLti oX 
^ 6 T *Z COmmunication ,erminal 1 is transferred to the PHS server 7. The information is wr^ertS 

processing means 33 thereof. The multimedia information can be transferred from the PHS server 7 to the eternal te^ 
mind device connected to the external information communication network 3 or 4 

PHc^L re l errm9 1 ° a J eqUence dia9ram in FIG - 12 ' *• °P eralfon '"a' I"* communication terminal 1 accesses to the 
PHS sender 7 connected to the base station 5 in the PHS network 2 will be described The use/p^e^^i^n* 

The transmitted contents ."formation data is displayed in the display means 23 of the interface rn^ns ^Tthe «m 

CPU^sTrJ 1 • ^ ^ ° Pera,i0n °' 4,16 ° Perati °" 56 to ^-d 7"o75 bf tife use^e 

CPU 20 transmits an information obta n ng request to the PHS server 7 (Rd\ Th, ,« fh Q duo m _, . ' 

jested formation contents (85). The intimation 12,1 Sl^Z^J^SSSS 
ZZ^ r T l- 1 »?• In 11,6 ~™^'cation terminal 1. t» inforn^ZSC £e"e™ 7 is 

Next, a connecting point of the PHS server 7 will be described When the PHS servpr 7 iq mnnortan *** »u u 

»rL^ * ^^^^'^^"'nthehomerjageastotheareavvheretheuser exists Inthiscase s^cefte 

i«h<^ C ^ , rV-" S ' y ' ^"i^ communication ** between the communication terminal 1 and the servers 9 10 is estab- 

l-Mh TTtT*?" ,ermina ' 1 Supplies 30 identification number (for example, an address a foraiiude a^ 

bl e s * ^ Whefe ' he US6r USi " 9 ,he «"™"*^ terminal 1 eLte, the id^tion numb^r^f tit 

base station 5 or the exchange 6 or the like for the servers 9 and 10. The servers 9 and 10 cantranTnS TIT 

I' *• ~"« informati0n <* ,he "" ia informationTn *e h^e pa"e ~ e are! ne T7e 
base station 5 or the exchange 6 connected to the communication terminal 1 of the user 

serveMO ^0;=^^^^ dia9f£ Z in ^ 13 ' ^ ° Pera1i0n ^ *» ^™nication terminal 1 accesses to the 
rTue IS ?Hs£?: 7 V° ,n,erta ° e 24 *~ ^ 2) " S ° *^ S S 1 



th« ^"f 6 USerpreSSeS tne ln,erne « se| e<*' 0 n button 56 (see FIG. 5) of the display means 23 so that the access to 
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to the Internet server 10 in response to the user* request via a TCP/IP (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Proto- 
col). A communication path is established between the PHS server 7 and the Internet server 10 (95). The Internet 
server 10 transmits the multimedia information to the PHS server 7 via the HTTP, which is an Internet application pro- 
tocol (96). 

s The PHS server 7 filters the multimedia information from the Internet server 10. that is, performs the data process- 

ing (the data processing or the data conversion) as described in connection with FIGS. 7 to 1 1, and then it transmits the 
multimedia information to the communication terminal 1 (97). The communication terminal 1 transmits the information 
obtaining request of the Internet server 1 0 to the PHS server 7 (98). Since the protocol between the communication ter- 
minal 1 and the PHS server 7 is different from that between the PHS server 7 and the Internet server 10. the data of 
io the information obtaining request is converted (99). The converted data is transmitted to the Internet server 10. If the 
protocol between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7 is same as that between the PHS server 7 and 
the Internet server 10, such a data conversion is not necessary. 

The requested multimedia information is transmitted from the Internet server 10 to the PHS server 7 (100). After 
the multimedia information is filtered (the data is processed) in the same way as the above processing (97), the PHS 
15 server 7 transmits the multimedia information to the communication terminal 1 (101). Then, the operations 98 to 101 
are repeated, so that the user can obtain a desired multimedia information. After then, when the cancel button 63 is 
pressed so that the communication link disconnection is requested from the communication terminal 1 to the PHS 
server 7, the communication links between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7 and between the PHS 
server 7 and the Internet server 1 0 are disconnected ( 1 03, 1 04). 
20 Next the protocol between the communication terminal 1 and the server 7 will be described. As described above, 
the communication terminal 1 can also access to the Internet server 10 via the PHS server 7. In this case, as described 
above, the TCP/IP is generally used as the protocol between the PHS server 7 and the Internet server 10. Preferably, 
a protocol having a high affinity for the TCP/IP is desired to be used as the protocol between the communication termi- 
nal 1 and the PHS server 7. As one method, the TCP/IP itself is adopted as the protocol between the communication 
25 terminal 1 and the PHS server 7. Here, a unique protocol having the high affinity for the TCP/IP is used as the protocol 
between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7. 

A data transmission capacity in the PHS network 2 ranges from 32 kbits/sec to 128 kbits/sec. The data transmis- 
sion capacity is much larger than that in other radio communication system. However, since a fading is not sufficiently 
avoided, a burst error tends to occur, resulting in deteriorating a data transmission quality. Thus, in order to realize a 
30 good data transfer in the PHS, it is essential that the burst error is avoided. On one hand, the TCP/IP is the protocol 
used on the assumption of a high transmission quality. Accordingly, when this protocol is adopted as the protocol 
between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7, an execute rate of the data transfer is reduced for the 
above reason. An IP (Internet Protocol) is a protocol for handling a path information by way of a plurality of nodes (serv- 
ers) in order to carry out the data transfer between the terminal devices or the servers via the communication network. 
35 However, since the connection between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7 is considered as 1 =1 , the 
IP does not have to be adopted. 

A standard protocol used normally for the PHS is employed as a protocol for connecting the lines between the com- 
munication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7. After the lines are connected between the communication terminal 1 and 
the PHS server 7, the data is processed, that is, an interleave, a block-coding and a convolutional coding are carried 
40 out. Thus, a bit error rate is reduced, and a re-transmission control is carried out for each frame or block. The processed 
data is transferred from the PHS server 7 to the Internet server 10 by the use of the TCP. which is a transport layer pro- 
tocol In a low quality line such as the line between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7, the data trans- 
fer equivalent to the TCP/IP can be carried out ' 

Furthermore, the TCP between the PHS server 7 and the Internet server 10 is required to be slightly changed. That 
45 is. FIG. 1 4 shows information of the changed TCP header. Since the changed TCP header does not use an IP address 
and a port number, an ID (identifier) is prepared as a means for recognizing a virtual line. Furthermore, in case of a con- 
nection form such as the server 9 in which the PHS server 7 is connected to the public communication network 3, since 
a position information of the user cannot be identified, a PS-ID (personal identifier) (for example, the identifier or the tel- 
ephone number, the address, the longitude and latitude, the personal identifier and the like of the base station or user) 
so is prepared. Furthermore, the TCP is used so that the data itself to be transmitted from the PHS server 7 to the Internet 
server 10 is considered as the data in which the information error does not logically generate due to the above 
described data coding and the like during the transfer between the communication terminal 1 and the PHS server 7. 
Accordingly, a transmission sequence number and an acknowledge number may be unnecessary. The header includes 
the data of a header length, a code bit a check sum, a window, ah option and the like. 
55 Next referring to FIG. 15. a link between the communication terminal 1 and the broadcasting station 11 will be 
described. An FM radio broadcasting station broadcasts various information (for example, an event information) in form 
of a character information together with a voice information (1 1 1). When the various information includes an information 
(the event information, a news flash and the like) to be broadcasted in a particular area, a radio reception instructing 
signal (or an on-air signal indicating that the broadcasting station 11 is on air) is transmitted, by the use of a control 
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channel, from the base station 5 of the PHS to the communication terminal 1 (112). The control channel may be a con- 
trol channel for transmitting a control information necessary to a PHS radio reception or a control channel for transmit- 
ting an option information. The radio reception instructing signal (or the on-air signal indicating that the broadcasting 
station 1 1 is on air) may be transmitted from the PHS server 7 to the communication terminal 1 via the base station 5 
k^^T " icati0 ". terminal 1 receiv es the radio reception instructing signal (or the on-air signal indicating that the 
broadcasting station 1 1 is on air) by means of the telephone communication means 26. The radio reception instructing 

rXn V^S^S me n° f ^ e deteCtinS meanS 2S " At thiS time ' for exam P le * the FM broadcast ' e ception operation 
button 60 is flushed on the display means 23 of the interface means 22 or an alarm generating means (not shown) or 
an alarm disposed .n the interface means 22 is generated, so that the detected radio reception instructing signal (or the 
on-a.r signal indicating that the broadcasting station 1 1 is on air) is reported to the user (1 13). When the user attempts 

^^S?^^ STL*" '? roadcastin9 station 1 1 • the user P resses *e ™ broadcast reception o P eration7ut- 
£ £ j J 2' 2,' J?* broadcast from the broadcasting station 1 1 is received by the broadcast receiving means 
27. The contents of the event information or the like is displayed in the information display portion 40 (1 14) When the 
♦f e p U f eS 10 ^™ de ? iled information corresponding to certain contents, the communication terminal 1 accesses to 
the PHS server 7. The detailed information stored in its data base 7DB is downloaded to the communication terminal 

l^fl a + r n J 6r ' 8 USe J Ul reC6pti0n 030 be carrted 0ut relative t0 the user witnout P°" in 9 of the communication 
terminal 1. the information can be more efficiently applied. 

The broadcasting station 1 1 broadcasts the on-air signal indicative of the on-air. The on-air signal is received by the 
broadcast receiving means 27 of the communication terminal 1. The on-air signal may be detected by the detecting 
means 28. In this case, for example, the on-air is displayed on the display means 23 of the interface means 22 or the 

wifr^f " 9 m ^ (n0t ShOWn) Pr0vided in the intGrfece means 22 generates an alarm, so that the on-air is 
reported to the user (113). 

Furthermore, when the radio reception instructing signal or the on-air signal is detected by the detecting means 28 
of the communication terminal 1. the broadcast receiving means 27 may be automatically in state of reception 

Next, a link between the communication terminal 1 and the personal data base 8 will be described. In the personal 
date base 8 is stored, for example, a personal information such as a schedule manager, a telephone number an 
address book or the like. When the user presses the additional service operation button 45 (see FIG. 4) of the commu- 
thfl^InoT^ 1 K andthen Passes the personal data base selection button 59 (see FIG. 5). a command indicative of 
the personal data baseis generated from the communication terminal 1 and the command is transferred tothepersonal 
^I hL ^ 6 ^ communication link between the communication terminal 1 and the personal data base 8 is 
£S£ IS ft "?? r Pre ? SeS the operation button 44 <* »» character such as the Kana, a numeral, the alphabet 

t & C0 4 mma " d * e communication terminal 1 is transferred to the personal data base 8. Then, a desired 
personal information stored in the personal data base can be downloaded to the communication terminal 1 

to thpSl «r C JL^ 'Tk*! SerV !Ll 0 o 0n 30 e * temal information communication network, for example, the Internet 4 
to the PHS server 7 will be described. Since the server 7 has the external communication processing means 34 the 

2 F^p2f Ce88 ^ lhe P K HS K SerVer 7 b/ the US6 01 the TCP/IR The ™ Itimedia informa *° n stored in thLaSe 7DB 
of the PHS server 7 can be browsed. 

In the i above embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3. the data processing means 33 is disposed at the side of the PHS 

ZZZ' i ^ " T F,G - 1& ** d9,a pr0CeSSin9 means "** be dis P° sed at •» sid « * •» communication 
terrranal 1. In th.s case, as shown m FIG. 17. in the construction of the PHS server, the data processing means 33 is 

In the above embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3, although the data processing means 33 and the external communi- 
cation processing means 34 are disposed at the side of the PHS server 7. they may be disposed at the side of the eom- 
municaton terminal 1 . as shown in FIG. 18. In this case, as shown in FIG. 19. in the construction of the PHS se™ 7 
the data processing means 33 and the external communication processing means 34 are omitted 

n.i h?^*?, 10 f PreS6nt invBntion - an W°m*«on Pawing apparatus comprises a portable communication termi- 
nal having a telephone communication means which accesses to a server or a data base connected to a portable tele- 
™!T n t M>r K ^ a , St ° T*" multimedia information from the server or the data base and a human-machine 
mterface means for which the multimedia information is supplied by the telephone communication means, and a porta- 
ble communication terminal server having a data base in which the multimedia information is stored, an external Icom- 
municaton process.no I means which accesses to the server connected to an external information communication 
thTm, r ,^ re °T S . 6 ™ ltimed / a info ™a«°" from the server, a data processing means for processing or convening 
TT^, ! nfr f naton **" *• external communication processing means, and a transfer means for transferring 
tternultirnedia information from the external communication processing means or the data processing means to the 
£^T ,Ca 2!, 0n ^ T* 6 P 0 ^ 6 telephone system nelwork - Accordingly, the portable communication 
£TT£ ^ !'! ^ haS a 90Od P° rtabil "y. so that an operabilHy is excellent By the portable communication ter- 
Zru'ntTT ?T rmab °" 030 " e fr0m ,he connected to a radio telephone communication net- 

™ *°J?*TZ informat ! on communication network. Furthermore, the obtained multimedia information can be 
outputted to the human-machine interface. 



10 



EP0 797 342 At 



Furthermore, even if a terminal application software, a viewer or the like is not intentionally installed into the porta- 
ble communication terminal, the portable communication terminal can access to the communication terminal connected 
to the external information communication network and can obtain the multimedia information from the communication 
terminal. Furthermore, after the obtained multimedia information is processed or converted in accordance with the out- 
5 put capability of the human-machine interface, the multimedia information can be outputted to the human-machine 
interface. Such information providing apparatus and portable communication terminal can be provided. 

Furthermore, a transfer control protocol, which is the protocol for the Internet, is mounted to the external commu- 
nication processing means. Accordingly, it is possible to access to the Internet server, which is the external information 
communication network. 

10 A hypertext transfer protocol, which is the application protocol for the Internet, is mounted to the external commu- 
nication processing means. Accordingly, it is possible to access to the Internet server. which is the external information 
communication network. 

Furthermore, a transmission protocol which adds an enor correction code so as to control the re-transmission and 
a transport protocol using a transmission sequence number and an acknowledge number are used as the protocol 
is between the portable communication terminal and the portable communication terminal server. Accordingly, a data 
transfer equivalent to the transfer control protocol in line having a low quality can be carried out. 

Furthermore, the information providing apparatus is provided with a broadcasting means for broadcasting common 
information within a predetermined area, wherein the portable communication terminal comprises a broadcast recep- 
tion means for receiving the broadcast from the broadcasting means. Accordingly, the portable communication terminal 
20 can also obtain the information from the broadcasting means. 

Furthermore, the portable communication terminal comprises a detecting means for detecting an on-air signal indi- 
cating that the broadcast is carried out by the external broadcasting means or a broadcast reception instructing signal 
therefor. Accordingly, since it is not necessary that the broadcast from the broadcasting means is always received, a 
consumed power is reduced by that extent When the portable communication terminal is driven by a battery, a longev- 
25 ity of the battery is lengthened. 

The portable communication terminal server comprises an identifier transfer means for transferring an identifier 
indicative of a place where the user using the portable communication terminal exists to the server connected to the 
external information communication network when the server connected to the external information communication net- 
work is accessed by the external communication processing means so as to receive the multimedia information from 
30 the server. Therefore, the portable communication terminal can obtain the multimedia information associated with the 
area where the portable communication terminal exists from the server connected to the external information commu- 
nication network. 

Furthermore, since the data processing means is a conversion means for converting the character information into 
the voice information, it is possible to obtain the multimedia information from the server connected to the external infor- 
35 mation communication network by mean of the portable communication terminal. A display screen of the portable com- 
munication terminal can be effectively used. 
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55 Claims 

1 . An information providing apparatus characterized by comprising : 



a portable communication terminal having a telephone communication means which accesses to a server or a 
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data base connected to a portable telephone system network so as to receive multimedia information from said 
server or data base, and a human-machine interface means for which the multimedia information is supplied 
from said telephone communication means; and 

a portable communication terminal server having a data base in which a multimedia information is stored, an 
5 external communication processing means which accesses to a server connected to an external information 

communication network so as to receive the multimedia information from said server, a data processing means 
for processing or converting the multimedia information from said external communication processing means, 
and a transfer means for transferring the multimedia information from said external communication processing 
means or said data processing means to said portable communication terminal via said portable telephone 
io system network. 

2. An information providing apparatus characterized by comprising : 

a portable communication terminal having a telephone communication means which accesses to a server or a 
is data base connected to a portable telephone system network so as to receive multimedia information from said 

server or data base, a data processing means for processing or converting the multimedia information from 
said telephone communication means, and a human-machine interface means to which the multimedia infor- 
mation is supplied from said telephone communication means or said data processing means; and 
a portable communication terminal server having a data base in which a multimedia information is stored, an 
20 external communication processing means which accesses to a server connected to an external information 

communication network so as to receive the multimedia information from said server, and a transfer means for 
transferring the multimedia information from said external communication processing means to said portable 
communication terminal via said portable telephone system network. 

25 3. A portable communication terminal characterized by comprising : 

a telephone communication means which accesses to a server or a data base connected to a portable tele- 
phone system network so as to receive multimedia information from said server or data base; 
an external communication processing means which accesses to the server connected to an external informa- 
30 tion communication network so as to receive a multimedia information from said server; 

a data processing means for processing or converting the multimedia information received from said telephone 
communication means or said external communication processing means; and 

a human-machine interface means to which the multimedia information is supplied from said telephone com- 
munication means, said external communication processing means or said data processing means. 

35 

4. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that a transfer control protocol, which is a protocol for an Internet, is practically mounted to 
said external communication processing means. 

40 5. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that a hypertext transfer protocol, which is an appDcation protocol for an Internet, is practi- 
cally mounted to said external communication processing means. 

6. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

45 characterized in that a transfer control protocol, which is a protocol for an Internet, is practically mounted to 

said external communication processing means. 

7. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that a hypertext transfer protocol, which is a application protocol for an Internet, is practi- 
so cally mounted to said external communication processing means. 

8. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3, 

characterized in that a transfer control protocol, which is a protocol for an Internet, is practically mounted to 
said external communication processing means. 

55 

9. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3, 

characterized in that a hypertext transfer protocol, which is a application protocol for an Internet, is practi- 
cally mounted to said external communication processing means. 
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1 0. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that a transfer control protocol is used as a protocol between said portable communication 
terminal and said portable communication terminal server. 

1 1 . The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that a transfer control protocol is used as a protocol between said portable communication 
terminal and said portable communication terminal server. 

12. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that a transmission protocol which adds an error correction code so as to control a re-trans- 
mission and a transport protocol using a transmission sequence number and an answer acknowledge number are 
used as a protocol between said portable communication terminal and said portable communication terminal 
server. 

13. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that a transmission protocol which adds an error correction code so as to control a re-trans- 
mission and a transport protocol using a transmission sequence number and an answer acknowledge number are 
used as a protocol between said portable communication terminal and said portable communication terminal 
server. 

14. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 characterized by comprising : 

a broadcasting means for broadcasting common information within a predetermined area; and 

in that said portable communication terminal comprises a broadcast reception means for receiving a broadcast 

from said broadcasting means. 

15. The information providing apparatus according to claim 14, 

characterized in that said portable communication terminal comprises a detecting means for detecting an 
on-air signal indicating that the broadcast is carried out by said external broadcasting means or a broadcast recep- 
tion instructing signal for instructing to receive the broadcast. 

16. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2 characterized by comprising : 

a broadcasting means for broadcasting common information within a predetermined area; and 

in that said portable communication terminal comprises a broadcast reception means for receiving a broadcast 

from said broadcasting means. 

17. The information providing apparatus according to claim 16, 

characterized in that said portable communication terminal comprises a detecting means for detecting a on- 
air signal indicating that the broadcast is carried out by said external broadcasting means or a broadcast reception 
instructing signal tor instructing to receive the broadcast. 

18. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3 characterized by comprising : 

a broadcast reception means for receiving a broadcast from a broadcasting means which broadcasts common 
information within a predetermined area. 

19. The portable communication terminal according to claim 18 characterized by comprising a detecting means for 
detecting an on-air signal indicating that a broadcast is carried out by an external broadcasting means or a broad- 
cast reception instructing signal for instructing to receive the broadcast. 

20. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that said portable communication terminal server comprises an identifier transfer means for 
transferring an identifier indicative of a place where a user using said portable communication terminal exists to a 
server connected to said external information communication network when said server connected to said external 
information communication network is accessed by said external communication processing means so as to 
receive a multimedia information from said server. 

21 . The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 
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characterized in that said portable communication terminal server comprises an identifier transfer means for 
transferring an identifier indicative of a place where a user using said portable communication terminal exists a the 
server connected to said external information communication network when said server connected to said external 
information communication network is accessed by said external communication processing means so as to 
receive a multimedia information from said server. 

22. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3 characterized by comprising : 

an identifier transfer means for transferring an identifier indicative of a place where a user using said portable 
communication terminal exists to a server connected to said external information communication network 
when said server connected to said external information communication network is accessed by said external 
communication processing means so as to receive a multimedia information from said server. 

23. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that said data processing means is a conversion means for converting a character informa- 
tion into a voice information. 

24. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that said data processing means is a conversion means for converting a character informa- 
tion into a voice information. 

25. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3, 

characterized in that said data processing means is a conversion means for converting a character informa- 
tion into a voice information. 

26. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 . 

characterized in that in a data base of said portable communication terminal are stored a multimedia infor- 
mation to be transferred to said portable communication terminal in accordance with an access from said portable 
communication terminal and a multimedia information to be transferred to said communication terminal in accord- 
ance with an access from a communication terminal connected to an external information communication network. 

27. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that in a data base of said portable communication terminal are stored a multimedia infor- 
mation to be transferred to a portable communication terminal in accordance with an access from said portable 
communication terminal and a multimedia information to be transferred to a communication terminal in accordance 
with an access from said communication terminal connected to an external information communication network. 

28. The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that said data processing means has a conversion means for converting an information 
from said portable communication terminal into a predetermined multimedia information. 

29. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2, 

characterized in that said data processing means has a conversion means for converting an information 
from said portable communication terminal into a predetermined multimedia information. 

30. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3, 

characterized in that said data processing means has a conversion means for converting an information 
from said portable communication terminal into a predetermined multimedia information. 

31 . The information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 

characterized in that said portable telephone system network is a personal handy phone system network. 

32. The information providing apparatus according to claim 2. 

characterized in that said portable telephone system network is a personal handy phone system network. 

33. The portable communication terminal according to claim 3, 

characterized in that said portable telephone system network is a personal handy phone system network. 
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